Pulmonary arteriovenous fistulas in association with hereditary hemorrhagic telangiectasia and carotid aneurysm.
A case is presented of a patient with multiple bilateral pulmonary arteriovenous fistulas, hereditary hemorrhagic telangiectasia (Rendu-Osler-Weber Disease), and an intracranial carotid aneurysm. Over a twenty-five year period, the patient has survived several life-threatening complications, and has successfully undergone staged bilateral pulmonary lobectomies and clipping of the carotid aneurysm. Preoperative evaluation included cardiac catheterization studies both with and without temporary balloon occlusion of the pulmonary artery. The pathogenesis, clinical features, pathophysiologic changes, and treatment of pulmonary arteriovenous fistulas are discussed.